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Eeag . aB, 11:3,0 AI;, Got a bit sea
'Li

Sea was pretty rough, 90! seadick (pgain).
,' : r' '1.. . i,.,

Crossed eguaLor at 5 j21 'PM: '

; ,i::" Arrivbd in uiiiuourn'e, Aggtyiiii',59 ,2:o,o'ru. sure glad to
a€gland ! : '

Set aail .for the open. sick

Mar. ,,16' - t9f t Merbournq ,;i ,1g,, i9,,f,1lr ,'"'n i,., ,', i ,, ,,.' ,

, Mar .''22 -'Recroeeid the 'eguator'j',t'lt'.'. ., 1;:,'';; ', -;',

23 ,to ,25 - ..Deetroyer ,convgyr ,,, i ; ,. ,,,\,,.., r ,:. r :.,,. iii);,ti i

. : ,,:, ., i, ,1 ..:. | , ) a. ...

Mar. 25,,- Found out'we are [eaA?fl {oi; ,C1}gutt,?,1;i}4dia instead of New

. ', -,Ogfhl,.r. ., i r . ,li*;,r ;:,,+,;rl:l i,;u,i,i",rr,.,, 'llia,,r,

Mar. 27'- Arrived iri 'Bombay at 11'100'AM:':': Boiricled a'train at 9:30 PM

L ' ,i:,:for' calcutta' ,t ll i.,:'', , tr:.-.'rr..,,, ,i i. r , r \,! : ,rr

Mar. l,s.i - .fJrlved ?,! c,qnp'rar,r9t19apgT3', ,,gpi;gltet" 1;r,epracement depot
.r:,.,:,, ,8t 2 PH.r')' :1 ., ,,,ir;i''qil'J, l;''i-' .i;r,,,r:., lri,:

Apr-. 2'o'.';i:.'' Got.' our tpuclrs r ,I'"orew humb-er:tll ,i-n 
rtpe f irst convoy 'checked the truck' ov€r 'and 'f ound 'it to be in good shape.

, , , , Went,uut,g Ued.a little regtlgFsr.BndJ enxious :to etart of f in
t,he'lin'<j'rnlng,' ; iReilned,'lll",ldoyrji ,nqhqqf ;around to put the

. tent f rapg'.down',' ,clbthes:g6t,-'at:bit wet." t

Api.'2l'.,+',"'ilrlt',crinvoi"ieevdi..qatdritiii.l,.rye',ita';t;d of,f.'ar 8:00 AM.

train. Train ref t 'iiounbt"fo:"00"pr: -ibi'r:'i '

secbnd c.onv,ej'llday.e s i'itqutt?d,,,:J,l lj :Urove : o t f tra I n, ar r ive d
at 'Amei'Iean"atagiln? 'are'hY'/ sl'ept "in'-' tt'ucks. over night .

Third convoy i"augs calEutii,t|'c.iht iiedav to traver; took
a bath in th6 sLream next to"teirp'' ''' *"1
: .. ^.:,r ,i r :,'!' :.,:(!r'1"

:lii j il 
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Sun., Apr;

Iton , , Apr,:,

Fron 'the Diary of Bernard.Hechtalulr, f,or the 50th
Annivereary of the Trip "Over thg Bupna Road

Fri. , Feb. t6,

Mon;, Feb. 19 :

Mon., Fsb. 26

Tue., Feb. 27 -

Wed. , Feb, ?8, -
Wed., Mar. 7 -

'llr:'

Wed., Har. '14 -

Fri. ,

Thur.

Har.

Sun.,
.l

Tue. ,

Sat. ,

Fri. ,

Sat, ,

'22",:,:,"

23"-
).J

.;

1945 Left KeIly Field, San Antonio, Texas. Destination
unknown.

Arri,ved at Rl,yerside, qqf iforni3l camp.Aqza. Preparing to
g0 ovqrgeaS. .: . ,: ,.:, ,

11:00 AM, boarded U,S.S. Adtnirpl !{.S. Benson at Terminal
IsIand (near Los Angeles,).' f or An ,unknown destination
runpr hag it, that wg arq.headed for Bombay, India then to
New' Delhi, Indii



fue., Apr;. i 24,.'.. AdVanced; party:}:1Y"1;calcutta by,p}'ane;.- we started of f- 
;:;#:;if 

" "' ii;!i-1o#it"4,:l:i:l ille[;.::'?:"Hlll;
aII day.

Wed.,APr.25.-Drove.about.S0miles-Ehenfer_rie<lt'rucksacrossl.Iver,took auouf 
-r 'itur; - iTraveled'85 mires '

rhur. , Apr. 26 - i:il;;u.ii"Til;;tir;;l:,' ;"11',T.:i?i!:::?i-!?:i:i:u"E8
;i16s' nolniit;; ;;;iiv thi;k:'"isure''bnjoved the canLeen'

Fri. , .Apr, 27 Saw a leper asylum outside'b'f ca[q' Traveled 1?2 miles '

Nothing of importan"" n"pp"n-"i,-o'ib :""'tea 
groves f or the

; second time. Heard n"fii"i;iott during ttre night' also'

heard jackals

Sat.,Apr..28LeftaE?.:15AM.Traveled.Llzmiles,E0mileswererorlgh' ei;i ioads, almogt hit a few cows '

sun.,Apr.29Playeda.bitj.ofcatch,and*,rdteafewletters,gotsackiffi and got trgck,Fgrv+9e9,.,- ,,,-. i,,,.i;.,".

Mon" Apr' 30 iilI liiS;.Ii,[t Jl 599' a 
'19Yie" 

r3rl' i' tn" saddle' was

rue ' ' Mav 1 l;l':tii.in'i;i?r$Ti,,,""'il l":qL" ]!1" :!'ifli:i"i;fl
gas to get; iunting,. gtrina' stoppgd here in Ledo' lndia
(near the B;;;;;;;b1'ti-,trt-cb't't2 bbltLes' or beer'

Wed. , May Z - Kunming ig 1,0?-9 m.ilee f rodi Ledo' ' 'Roi'igh roia f irst 18

mileg . Lotg of Chin"'";. "orai"'" 
. Triveled 97 mi Ies .

' :: , Roushesr ;;e toushest"'ilti;;;.q;ttins:'arr the waY; Got

stuck and was towed i;;i tI2 mt-Ier'i *not'hing serious '

,, i:,,: rransfer "urJ-i,1r,-r;,'lil"itllgtiti,s 3rmoq1 
1'000 reet down'

Thur., Hay 3 - Started rlut at 8:00- AM. ciir?s .and."mountains for 22.

. ..

BiII WOod, made L2 mires 'in 4 houis.--: Last ?o miles good

: tiil,i:t:1:'ri+" filii;-;li''t"'? ii;:11:"3ff:
.,.,,., .,. ,., .: 

,",O, pq"t,i.y,,Sg,od,,, af I level. Saw

Fri. , May 4 i- , ,,, Hill:eflr,;h, Biti.iipi'fit",,,,,p,Xrh"li. , :

,, . -: , ;:-)l. J:..tr"

sat, Mav 5 -1 :i";8i"f,"l:: liliin,,liHnBil!lttq!.i:u";tHfl:^5l"Bi;'"';::
-' r : : I'aboud,"6, to I weeks,',1!1o., i,,,,.. ;-.,.,.i 1 - l r

sun., May , r, 
f B;:ii,u!;Blnli B:1": h391:5ll'3t"?,:;,h".ii ?Ht1 

Roqd Jap

, i :: 'ti I

Mon. , May 7 ,- rravqred 193 plr.9gt. a31, viji]in;'Jf luto, x1l,,""n"tB#i:i: :?tay ? Traveled 103 milgs, aI| windlnq',{oadt-,?n9 -*arp 
curves ln

the mount?ins'' qfiiaTt-d;;ii'ilr{"a;but e hours' saw lots or

Chinese rlce f ieiO!. Cot 'soli'e'iiiintt"'monev' About 5 '000
f.eet elevation. 

'iJuno-out tnut-it;; 792 miles to Kunmins'



r'ue. , May 8

Wed., May 9 -

Thur'. , May 10

Fri. , May 11

Sat. , May 12

Sun., May 13 -

Mon., May 14

Started out, went abou.! 3 milee and ordered to return to
camp, something wrong up ahe3d. Scouted around camp and
found lots of gkeletong, probably Japanese, a P40 cracked
up here. Very cold at night. Surprise, I receivecl 3

Ietters from Ray (cousin). War is over as far as GermanY
is concerned . Chinese here are I i ke vtt Il:ul'es .

Stilt here, don't know the reason why. Days very warm.
Went scouting around, visit,ed a Chinese village, pretty
crude homes made of blocks of mucl. Lots of Chinese rice
patties on sides of mountains , world's greatest
engineering feat,

Traveled 81 miles throug[ Salween Mountains, crossed the
SalWeen River on a very poor suspension bridge, rollect
Iike a wave with a truck on it,. Climbed to a height of
almost 9,000 feet. Mountains look prett,y, roads bad and
dugty. Finally raining guite often. Been traveling for
84 daye, we are 1,384 mileg from Calcutta.

Traveled 139 miles, roughest Hncl toughest aII the way with
twisting roads and sharp curv€s, took about, 13 hours. Ran
out of gaE once. ' Went to 9,600 feet, highest yet'
Crosged 2 suspension bridges, Salween River crossed twice '

Traveled 13 miIes. Roads pretty bad and'clusty. Russia
declares wnr on"{apan.

Traveled 83 mileg. DustY.
day to go.

Mado good Lime and one more

Wagn't going to leave today, but left about 10:30 AM.
Roads level off, not much mountains, but dusty. Traveled
t22 miles to Kunming, Received 16 letters. Ate at
Chinese restaurant , had fried rice and eggs.

Calcutta to Ledo - 694 miles
tedo Burma Road ( Ledo to Kunming ) -
Total (Calcutta to Kunming) - 1,708

I , 014 mi Ie"s
mi Ieg

This was written as i't. was Put
f rom Kelly Field to Kiinming.
because I only had a v€rY small
som€ memorieg. EnJoy.

in a. emall'diary I kept while we travelecl
It wagnrt in any particular gentence form
dia.ry to work with. This should bring back

But- b)4-ahea Fo:z The Ne,ut Yea-st


