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From the Diary of Bernard Wechtaluk for the 50th
Anniversary of the Trip Over the Burma Road

CIPDRS

Fri., Feb. 16, 1945 - Left Kelly Fleld San Antonlo, Texas. Destination
4 unknown,

Mon., Feb., 19 - Arrived at Rlverside, Cal;fornla, Camp Anza. Preparing to
. go overseas, B

Mon., Feb. 26 - 11:00 AM, boarded‘U.S.S. Admiral W.S. Benson at Terminal
e . Island (near Los Angeles) for' an unknown destination -
rumpr has it that we are headed for Bombay, India then to

New Delhi, India. : St e
Tue., Feb. 27 - Set sail for the open seag at 11:30 AM. Got a bhit sea
: + s8ick. : ; .
Wed., Feb. 28 - Sea was pretty rough, got seaeick (again).
Wed., Mar. 7 - Crossed equator at 5:21 PM. = 0 :
Wed. , Mefﬁwili%“;Arrlved in Melbourne, Australla at z 00 PM ~ Sure glad to
see land.

Fri., MarﬂL16t;v‘Left Melbourne at 10 SOlAM.,

Thur., Mar. 22 -'Recrossed the equator.ff“””

Mar. 23 to 25 - Destroyer vonvoy._#

Found out we are headed fox Calcutte, Indla instead of New
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Tue., Mar. 27 - Arrived in Bombay at 11:00 AM."“Boarded a train at 9:30 PM
for Calcutta.

Sun., Maf,‘251

\ Friy M . Mg h ¥y v
i M A £ S s B M T

Sat., Mar.IBfff‘fArrlved at Camp Kanchaapara, Calcutta, a replacement depot
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Fri., Apr. 2Qﬁ?‘ Gct our trucks, I'drew number:’Il in the first convoy,
" ‘checked the truck over and ‘found ‘it to be in good shape.
- Went . to bed a little. restl?ss ;@nd, anxious to start off in
.:u Lhe' morninq.j‘Ralnqd At day,“qobody around to put the
.. tent flaps down),  ¢lothes’ got ‘a bit wet’"

sat., Apr. 21 -=''Pirst, convoy leaves Calcutta.ﬂ we Started off at 8100 AM’
| i g BEOYEL 30 BLeS gy railroad and Put the trucks on the
train. Train left around’ 10:00“PM. """

sun., Apr, 22 - Second convoy leayes Calcgtte,, !Drove ‘off train, arrived
" at 'American’ sta91ng area, c'lept in trucks over night.

Mon. , Apr._23%;.‘Third convoy leaves Calcutta. S Got ready to R T
., .. a bath in the stream next to- Camp et
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~miles, last 6 miles downhill.
but caught'up‘with”conVOY‘éatlng glnner'on the run with

traveled 96 miles. Traveled 835 mij

“battle

‘about '6_to 8 weeks ago.

‘Advanced/ party:.leaves.Calcutta by plane..- We started off

at. 6:00 AM. . First 20 miles pretty rough, tight turns,

‘going uphill all the way. Traveled and drove 150 miles

all day.

Drove about 50 miles then ferried trucks across river,
took about 1 hour. ‘Traveled 85 miles.

Arrived at American camp, visited the British canteen and

bought this diary there. Didn't drive today, traveled 85
miles. Mosquitos pretty thick.®“Sure ‘enjoyed the canteen.

Saw a leper asylum outside of camp. Traveled 172 miles.
Nothing of importance happened,"did see tea groves for the
second time. Heard native'drumS'during‘the night, also,
heard jackals.

Left at 7:15 AM. Trayeled:1121miies, 80 miles were rough
dirt roads, almost hit a few cows. '

Played a bit of catch and wrote a few letters, got sack
time and got truck serviced.

‘sack time, went to see a movie, Tall in the Saddle, was

very entertaining.

Traveled about «6@ miles today. Got lost from convoy and
had a little trouble with the truck. May not have enough
gas to get to Kunming, China. Stopped here in Ledo, India
(near the Burma pborder): ‘'Got’'2 bottles of beer.’

Kunming is 1,079 miles from Ledo. 'Rough road first 18
miles. Lots of Chinese soldiers. Traveled 97 miles.
Roughest and toUghest’?etT‘moUntainSRall the way. Got
stuck and was towed last _1/2 mile,” “nothing serious,

transfer_pasehin‘neptral,‘,Cl;f@s almost 1,000 feet down.

started out at 8:00 AM. cliffs and ‘mountains for 22
gque.down after 4 miles,
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Bill Wood, made 12 miles in 4 hours. Last 70 miles good
dirt road, a hit dusty. Rained during supper and still
: _pg;to date.
Tra?éiqd“ﬁ76,“miiéé;-_?paH"bfetﬁy';§§odff”all level. Saw
field of Myitykina,‘aurma;ff” s
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Traveled 104 miles. Few mountains and rough roads. Lots

of fox holes and bglletfhbles;ﬂba;tlg‘ofthamo, Burma was
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. Drove about 90 miles to ?uncpiqnppf.pedo‘Burma Road. Jap
' shells around, got a dud. & Saw some dead Japs.

Traveled 103 milqs,_all_windingugoads,and sharp curves in
the mountains, Road bad, took about 9 hours. Saw lots of
Chinese rice fields. "Got ‘some Chinese money. About 5,000

feet elevation, Found out that it's 792 miles to Kunming.
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ifue., May 8 - Started out, went about 3 miles and ordered to return to
camp, something wrong up ahead. Scouted around camp and
found lots of skeletons, probably Japanese, a P40 cracked
up here. Very cold at night. Surprise, I received 3
letters from Ray (cousin). War is over as far as Germany
is concerned. Chinese here are like vultures.

Wed., May 9 - Still here, don't know the reason why. Days very warm.
Went scouting around, visited a Chinese village, pretty
crude homes made of blocks of mud. Lots of Chinese rice
patties on sides of mountains, world's greatest
engineering feat.

Thur., May 10 - Traveled 81 miles through Salween Mountains, crossed the
Salween River on a very poor suspension bridge, rolled
like a wave with a truck on it. Climbed to a height of
almost 9,000 feet. Mountains look pretty, roads bad and
dusty. Finally raining quite often. Been traveling for

* 84 days, we are 1,384 miles from Calcutta.

Traveled 139 miles, roughest and toughest all the way with
twisting roads and sharp curves, took about 13 hours. Ran
out of gas once. Went to 9,600 feet, highest yet.
Crossed 2 suspension bridges, Salween River crossed twice.

Fri., May 11

Sat., May 12 Traveled 13 miles. Roads pretty bad and dusty. Russia

declares war onJapan.

Sun., May 13

Traveled 83 miles. Dusty. Made good time and one more
day to go.

Wasn't going to leave today, but left about 10:30 AM.
Roads level off, not much mountains, but dusty. Traveled
122 miles to Kunming, Received 16 letters. Ate at
Chinese restaurant, had fried rice and eggs.

Mon., May 14

Calcutta to Ledo - 694 miles
Ledo Burma Road (Ledo to Kunming) - 1,014 miles
Total (Calcutta to Kunming) - 1,708 miles

This was written as it K was put in a- small diary I kept while we traveled
‘from Kelly Field to Kunming. It wasn't in any particular sentence form
because 1 only had a very small diary to work with. This should bring back

some memories. Enjoy.

Be st Wishres Fornn The New Year /!



